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ProduceProduce
Citrus  

  Spanish lemon sector faces emerging 
virus threat.
A newly detected outbreak of yellow 
vein chlorosis virus is threatening lemon 
production in Spain, with infections 
confirmed in Murcia and Alicante. The 
virus has also been detected in orange 
trees where it is largely asymptomatic. 
It has no known cure and is believed 
to have entered through infected 
nursery stock. Industry groups warn 
that thousands of trees may need to be 
removed to prevent spread. The outbreak 
follows a record lemon season marked by 
strong prices, high fruit quality and robust 
European demand, raising concerns over 
future supply if containment efforts prove 
unsuccessful.
Risk considerations: crop disease, supply 
disruption, long-term production losses.

  Brazil forecasts smaller orange crop as 
greening disease persists.
Brazil is forecasting a 12.9% decline 
in orange production for the 2026/27 
season with fewer fruit per tree, increased 
premature fruit drop, climate-related 
pressures including the emerging El 
Niño and the continued spread of citrus 
greening disease. Despite the smaller 
harvest, orange juice markets remain 
subdued, with high inventories and weak 
consumer demand.
Risk considerations: juice substitution or 
dilution.

Top Fruit
  Brazilian Fuji apple crop shows higher 

incidence of honey drop.
Brazilian apple producers are reporting 
a higher incidence of "honey drop" in 
Fuji apples during the 2025/26 season, 
following cooler temperatures and a 
longer ripening period. The condition, 
characterised by translucent flesh 
near the core caused by natural sugar 
accumulation, is generally associated with 
sweeter fruit and is highly valued in some 
Asian markets. While the phenomenon is 
not considered a food safety issue, it may 
create quality perception challenges. 
Risk considerations: consumer 
acceptance, specification compliance.

Soft Fruit
  Scottish berry growers expect bumper 

season amid cost pressures.
Scottish berry growers are forecasting 
a strong season after cooler and wetter 
weather conditions supported crop 
development and fruit quality. Producers 
report that the favourable growing 
conditions have been particularly 
beneficial for raspberry production, 
with some varieties expected to deliver 
record yields. Despite the positive 
harvest outlook, the sector continues to 
face challenges from rising input costs, 
with fertiliser and crop protection costs 
increasing by around 35%, alongside 
ongoing labour availability concerns. 
Risk considerations: input cost inflation, 
production costs, weather dependency.

Stone Fruits
  Rising stone fruit supplies put 

pressure on European markets.
European stone fruit markets are entering 
a period of increased availability as 
larger harvests of peaches, nectarines, 
apricots and flat fruit reach the market. 
Spain's stone fruit production is forecast 
to increase by 6% compared with 
2025, while Greek apricot volumes are 
expected to rise by almost 20%. Strong 
supplies from Spain and Italy are being 
compounded by increased imports from 
Turkey, where peaches and nectarines are 
reportedly being offered at discounted 
prices. Ongoing weather challenges, 
including hail, excessive rainfall and heat 
stress, continue to affect yields, fruit sizing 
and quality in several producing regions.
Risk considerations: market oversupply,  
quality variability, sourcing pressures. 

Grapes
  Grape exporters face rising pressure 

to maintain cold chain integrity.
Table grape exports are facing challenges 
from temperature fluctuations during 
transit, with heat spikes raising the risk 
of stem dehydration, berry drop and 
quality deterioration. While refrigerated 
containers remain essential, exporters are 
turning to packaging technologies that 
maintain stable conditions and are seeking 
alternatives to traditional sulphur dioxide 
pads to reduce costs, minimise residue 
risks and meet retailer requirements.
Risk considerations: residue compliance, 
quality deterioration.

  Peru anchovy fishing ban raises global fishmeal supply concerns.
  El Niño and drought risks raise concerns for global food supply chains.
  Hungary confirms first African swine fever outbreak in domestic pigs.
  EU's Breakfast Directive has come into force introducing stricter honey traceability 

rules.
  EU moves to ban Russian cod and other seafood imports.
  Drought and supply constraints disrupt European chanterelle season.

**NEW** RISK RATING GUIDE**NEW** RISK RATING GUIDE
HIGH RISK  HIGH RISK  Significant or emerging threat with likely supply chain impact.Significant or emerging threat with likely supply chain impact.
MEDIUM RISK  MEDIUM RISK  Material risk requiring monitoring or mitigation.Material risk requiring monitoring or mitigation.
LOW RISK  LOW RISK  Localised or limited impact at present. Localised or limited impact at present. 

Ratings reflect the potential impact on food supply chains, integrity, quality, compliance and cost.
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Bananas
  Fusarium-resistant banana trials 

advance as TR4 spreads.
The spread of Fusarium TR4 across Latin 
America continues to threaten banana 
production, prompting trials of disease-
resistant varieties in Peru. Early results 
show four TR4-resistant banana varieties 
remaining healthy on infected sites where 
Cavendish have suffered significant losses. 
Risk considerations: varietal transition, 
tightened global supply.

Mango
  Southern India's mango harvest 

suffers significant weather damage.
Mango growers in southern India are 
reporting severe crop losses after 
extreme heat, unseasonal rainfall and pest 
outbreaks reduced yields by around 50% 
compared with last year. Increased disease 
pressure has forced growers to increase 
pesticide applications. 
Risk considerations: quality concerns, 
pesticide compliance, supply shortages.

Melon
  Spanish melon market strengthens as 

summer temperatures rise.
Demand for Spanish melons and 
watermelons has strengthened with the 
arrival of hot weather across Europe. 
Earlier weather-related challenges resulted 
in a higher proportion of larger fruit sizes 
and limited availability of smaller grades. 
Risk considerations: size profile 
imbalances, supply-demand management.

Avocado
  European avocado prices pressured by 

oversupply.
European avocado markets remain under 
pressure as high volumes from Peru, 
South Africa, Brazil, Kenya and Colombia 
continue to saturate supply chains raising 
potential quality concerns. Exporters 
also continue to navigate strict European 
requirements on cadmium and pesticide 
residues. 
Risk considerations: oversupply, quality 
deterioration, regulatory compliance.

Salad crops
  Warm humid conditions promote 

growth of contaminant plants.
Early June rains followed by warm, humid 
weather has promoted the growth of 
contaminant plants among field leaf salad 
crops complicating segregation and 
sorting processes. Contaminant plants 
include alkaloid-producing weeds which 
could be harvested accidentally. 
Risk considerations: contamination of food 
crops, presence of alkaloids.

Tomatoes
  Favourable warm weather but 

concerns over pests and El Niño impact.
Warm weather has accelerated tomato 
ripening causing potential oversupply 
and pressuring prices. Tuta and Russet 
mite continue to challenge UK growers 
this season. El Niño could bring further 
intense, unpredictable summer heatwaves 
across Europe with high temperatures 
causing blossom drop and fruit set failure, 
ultimately reducing overall yield potential.
Risk considerations: quality deterioration, 
pest pressure, supply irregularity.

Mushrooms
  Drought and supply constraints disrupt 

European chanterelle season.
Drought and high temperatures across 
key Balkan chanterelle-harvesting regions 
has significantly reduced early-season 
availability. Supplies are tight for smaller 
chanterelles, while ongoing restrictions 
affecting traditional sourcing regions 
continue to complicate market planning. 
Prices have risen above previous years 
due to limited availability. Supply remains 
constrained ahead of the traditional July–
September peak season.  
Risk considerations: supply shortages, 
geopolitical disruption, variety substitution.

Potato
  European heatwave raises concerns 

for potato production.
Europe's prolonged heatwave is 
increasing pressure on potato crops, with 
Spain reporting heat-related yield losses of 
10–15% and higher irrigation demand. High 
temperatures and limited rainfall are also 
raising concerns across France, Belgium, 
the Netherlands, Germany and Poland, 
where depleted soil moisture could affect 
tuber development and crop quality. 
While the full impact remains uncertain, 
continued hot and dry conditions could 
reduce yields and tighten potato supplies 
later in the season.
Risk considerations: heat stress, reduced 
yields, crop quality, supply shortages.

Onion
  European onion surplus cuts imports 

as storage risks remain.
Record onion harvests across Europe 
have reduced demand for imported New 
Zealand onions, resulting in the lowest 
export volumes to the EU in six years. 
However, concerns remain over the long-
term storability of European onions, with 
early harvesting and extended storage 
periods potentially increasing the risk of 
quality deterioration later in the season.
Risk considerations: market oversupply, 
storage quality deterioration.

Ginger & Garlic
  Chinese oversupply weighs on 

Spanish garlic market despite strong 
harvest.
Spain's 2026 garlic harvest is reported to 
be delivering its best quality and yields in 
several years, with larger bulb sizes and 
favourable growing conditions. However, 
pressure remains from low-priced Chinese 
garlic, alongside imports from Egypt 
and other origins, which have increased 
following high prices last season. Chinese 
exporters are reportedly selling garlic 
into Europe at prices below European 
production costs. Sustained price 
pressure is affecting grower and exporter 
profitability and may increase the risk of 
origin substitution or mislabelling.
Risk considerations: market oversupply, 
origin fraud, sourcing pressure.

Herbs & spices
  European heatwave stresses fresh 

herb supplies. 
Europe's prolonged heatwave is expected 
to reduce quality and availability of fresh 
herbs over the coming weeks. Persistent 
heat can accelerate flowering, increase 
pest pressure and shorten shelf life for 
herbs including coriander, parsley, basil, 
dill, chives and mint, while imported 
supplies from Africa are also being 
affected by adverse weather.
Risk considerations: heat stress, reduced 
quality, supply shortages, pest pressure, 
shelf-life reduction.

  Heat and water shortages threaten 
Pakistan's chilli production.
Extreme heat and water shortages 
are placing Pakistan's chilli crop under 
increasing pressure, particularly in Sindh, 
which produces around 80% of the 
country's chilli crop.
Risk considerations: supply shortages, 
increased adulteration risk.

  Turmeric adulteration remains a global 
food fraud concern.
A global review found adulteration in 
20% of commercial turmeric products, 
highlighting persistent food fraud risks in 
both the spice and dietary supplement 
sectors. Common contaminants included 
undeclared synthetic dyes, starches and 
other plant materials, while supplements 
were frequently adulterated with synthetic 
curcumin. Regional differences in fraud 
patterns were noted, with toxic dyes such 
as lead chromate and metanil yellow 
remaining a concern in parts of Asia, while 
synthetic curcumin was more commonly 
detected in Europe and North America. 
Risk considerations: adulteration, origin 
mixing, substitution, artificial colouring.

https://www.foodforensics.co.uk/
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Nuts
  Record pistachio exports mask 

concerns over future supply.
US pistachio shipments reached a six-year 
high in May, with monthly export volumes 
increasing 25.7% year-on-year, making 
it the second-strongest marketing year 
on record. However, despite current 
supply availability, industry attention is 
increasingly focused on the outlook for 
the 2026/27 crop, which is expected 
to be significantly smaller due to the 
sector's natural production cycle. Some 
market estimates suggest California's 
next pistachio harvest could be as much 
as 50% lower than the record 2025 crop, 
prompting sellers to tighten inventory 
management and restrict availability.
Risk considerations: future supply 
tightness, inventory management.

  Turkish hazelnut prices fall as exports 
weaken and large crop looms.
Turkish hazelnut prices have fallen by 
around 11% over the past month and are 
down 17% year-on-year, while exports 
during the current season have declined 
by 42% compared with the same period 
last year. The market is also preparing 
for a substantial increase in supply, with 
Turkey's 2026/27 crop forecast at 809,940 
tonnes, up 56% from the previous season 
following improved growing conditions. 
Although major buyer Ferrero has returned 
to the Turkish market, purchasing activity 
has remained limited due to quality 
requirements, adding to concerns over 
market balance.
Risk considerations: market oversupply, 
inventory accumulation, quality 
compliance, supply-demand imbalance.

Pumpkin seeds
  Frost concerns add uncertainty to 

Chinese pumpkin seed supply.
The Chinese pumpkin seed market 
remains firm as supplies of EU-compliant 
product continue to tighten. Export prices 
have increased as availability declines, 
while concerns are growing over the 
outlook for the new crop following frost 
events in key growing regions. Frost 
damage could affect yields and influence 
planting decisions, with some growers 
potentially switching to alternative crops. 
Risk considerations: reduced availability of 
EU-compliant product, supply shortages, 
sourcing uncertainty.

Cereals
  Global grain supplies weigh on UK 

wheat and barley markets.
Rainfall in early June provided some 
relief for UK crops following a prolonged 

dry period, although concerns remain 
over yield potential in several regions. 
Despite weather-related uncertainty, 
wheat and barley prices have continued 
to fall, driven by strong global production 
forecasts and increased competition from 
major exporters including Russia and 
Argentina. UK feed wheat futures have 
fallen by around £13/t since May, while 
weaker demand from the brewing, malting 
and distilling sectors has added further 
pressure to barley markets. Concerns 
are growing that the ongoing European 
heatwave could damage maize crops 
across France and Western Europe.

Risk considerations: price volatility, yield 
risk, fungal disease, export competition.

Coffee
  Ebola outbreak raises concerns for 

African coffee supply chains.
The ongoing Ebola outbreak in Uganda 
and the DR of Congo has raised concerns 
over potential disruption to regional coffee 
supply chains following border restrictions 
introduced to contain the disease. Uganda 
is Africa's largest coffee exporter and the 
world's sixth largest supplier, making any 
prolonged trade disruption a potential risk 
for global markets. Industry participants 
report that coffee exports have so far 
remained largely unaffected, while strong 
harvest forecasts in Brazil, Vietnam 
and Colombia are expected to provide 
sufficient global supply to offset any short-
term production or logistics challenges. 
The greater risk may be to smallholder 
farmers, who could face reduced access 
to labour, inputs and markets if restrictions 
remain in place for an extended period.
Risk considerations: heat stress, supply 
chain continuity, blend reformulation.

Cocoa
  Cocoa markets balance stronger 

supplies against emerging weather risks.
Cocoa markets remain volatile as 
improving supply conditions compete with 
growing concerns over future production 
risks. Increased cocoa arrivals from Côte 
d'Ivoire have helped ease immediate 
supply pressures, with shipments to 
ports up 18.9% year-on-year and global 
inventories reaching their highest level 
in almost two years. However, the 
emergence of El Niño conditions and 
concerns over drier weather in West Africa 
are raising fears over future harvests. 
Analysts have also reduced forecasts for 
global cocoa surpluses, while disruptions 
to fertiliser and shipping markets continue 
to add uncertainty to the outlook.
Risk considerations: supply uncertainty, El 
Niño impacts, input cost inflation.

Honey and Syrups
  EU introduces stricter honey 

traceability rules.
The EU's new Breakfast Directive came 
into force on 14 June 2026, introducing 
stricter labelling and traceability 
requirements for honey. Under the new 
rules, honey blends sold in the EU must 
clearly identify every country of origin in 
descending order by weight, replacing 
previous labels such as "blend of EU and 
non-EU honeys." The changes follow EU 
investigations that found 46% of imported 
honey samples showed signs of potential 
adulteration, most commonly through 
dilution with sugar syrups derived from 
rice, corn or sugar beet. The Directive 
is expected to make honey origin fraud 
significantly more difficult by strengthening 
traceability across EU supply chains. 

Risk considerations: authenticity, 
substitution risk.

Oilseeds
  Oilseed markets face weather, biofuel 

and geopolitical pressures.
The development of a strong El Niño is 
increasing concerns over soybean yields 
in South America and palm oil production 
in Southeast Asia, while higher crude oil 
prices are expected to support demand for 
vegetable oils used in biofuel production. 
At the same time, ongoing disruptions to 
fertiliser and energy markets are keeping 
production costs elevated for growers. 
Together, these factors are expected to 
maintain volatility across oilseed markets, 
with potential implications for edible oils, 
animal feed costs and food manufacturers 
reliant on vegetable oil ingredients.
Risk considerations: supply shortage, 
origin mislabelling.

Olives & Olive oils
  Italian olive oil price premium.

Spanish, Greek and Italian olive oils 
continue a gradual downward price 
trend with all three origins below their 
5-year average prices. Italian continues to 
maintain its significant price premium.
Risk considerations: origin mislabelling, 
undeclared blending, dilution with lower 
grade oils.
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ProteinProtein
African Swine Fever (ASF)

  Hungary confirms first African swine 
fever outbreak in domestic pigs.
Hungary has confirmed its first-ever case 
of ASF in domestic pigs, triggering the 
culling of approximately 3,000 animals. 
While ASF has previously been detected 
in Hungary's wild boar population, this 
marks the first known transmission into 
the country's commercial pig sector. 
The outbreak comes amid a broader 
worsening ASF situation across Europe, 
where outbreaks in domestic pigs 
increased by 76% in 2025.
Risk considerations: regional trade 
restrictions, pork supply volatility.

Avian Influenza (HPAI H5N1)
  H5N1 bird flu reaches Australia. 

Australia has confirmed the arrival of 
highly pathogenic H5N1 avian influenza, 
ending its status as the last continent free 
of the virus. Following initial detection in 
a migratory seabird in Western Australia, 
additional cases have now been confirmed 
in South Australia, suggesting the virus 
may already be more widely distributed. 
Although there is currently no evidence of 
infection in Australian commercial poultry, 
authorities have intensified surveillance to 
prevent the virus entering domestic flocks 
and to protect native wildlife.
Risk considerations: egg and poultry risk, 
biosecurity.

Lumpy Skin Disease
  Australia strengthens regional 

response to lumpy skin disease (LSD).
Australia is supporting Indonesia's 
response to an outbreak of LSD in 
Bali, providing additional vaccines and 
assistance to help contain the disease and 
reduce the risk of its spread into Australia.
Risk considerations: regional disease 
spread, trade disruption.

Newcastle Disease
  Newcastle disease (ND) spread 

heightens poultry sector risk.
Concerns are growing over the spread of 
ND across Europe following outbreaks in 
Poland, Germany, Spain and the Czech 
Republic. The UK has raised its risk level 
from low to medium. Industry groups have 
also warned of tightening vaccine supplies 
across Europe, increasing concerns over 
disease preparedness should further 
outbreaks occur.
Risk considerations: poultry supply 
disruption, vaccine shortages.

Sheep & Goat Pox
  Sheep pox outbreak prompts livestock 

controls in Greece.
Greek authorities have confirmed a 
new outbreak of sheep and goat pox 
in the Zacharo region of Ilia, with 95 
animals infected. Movement controls and 
enhanced biosecurity measures have 
been introduced to contain the disease.
Risk considerations: movement 
restrictions, trade disruption e.g. feta.

Dairy
  Shrinking dairy herd raises concerns 

for future milk supply.
The number of GB dairy farms has fallen 
below 7,000 for the first time, with just 
6,850 producers remaining in April 
2026, according to AHDB estimates. 
This represents a 15% decline over the 
past five years and follows a challenging 
period of lower milk prices, rising input 
costs, forage shortages and increasing 
regulatory pressures. At the same time, 
the GB milking herd fell to a record low 
of 1.59 million head, down 2.0% year-
on-year, with the sharpest declines seen 
among younger cows and replacement 
stock. While higher yields per cow have 
helped maintain record milk production 
and larger farms continue to offset some 
of the impact, the shrinking pool of 
replacement animals and ongoing industry 
consolidation raise concerns about the 
long-term resilience of UK milk supplies.
Risk considerations: sector consolidation, 
reduced domestic production resilience, 
long-term supply security.

Lamb & Goat
  UK lamb prices hit record highs amid 

supply constraints.
UK lamb prices have reached record 
highs, with the AHDB deadweight SQQ 
rising to 944p/kg in late May, up 31.8% 
year-on-year. Although UK sheep meat 
production increased by 3.4% during the 
first four months of 2026, strong export 
demand and tightening European supplies 
continue to support elevated prices. UK 
sheep meat exports rose by 19% in the 
first quarter, driven by demand from key 
markets including France and Germany, 
while EU sheep meat production is 
forecast to fall by 5% this year. With the 
2026/27 UK lamb crop expected to be 
2% smaller, supply pressures are likely to 
persist. Imports from New Zealand have 
declined, while Australian shipments have 
increased, highlighting a growing reliance 
on alternative sources to meet demand.
Risk considerations: tightening supply, 
price inflation, import dependency, origin 
substitution, market volatility.

Beef
  UK beef trade grows as imports shift 

towards Australia and New Zealand.
UK beef imports increased by 3.2% 
during the first quarter of 2026 to 75,000 
tonnes, while import values rose by 19.7% 
as global beef prices remained elevated. 
Imports from Australia and New Zealand 
increased significantly, rising by 153% and 
586% respectively, reflecting expanding 
access under free trade agreements 
and shifting global trade flows. UK beef 
exports also strengthened, increasing by 
14.4% year-on-year, supported by stronger 
demand from Ireland and France and a 
narrowing gap between UK and EU beef 
prices. As yet, Brazil has failed to comply 
with the EU's new antimicrobial legislation 
which potentially restricts imports of 
Brazilian animal products to the EU from 3 
September 2026 (see page 6).
Risk considerations: origin substitution, 
import dependency, supply chain 
complexity, traceability challenges.

Pig Meat
  UK pig processors' cuts raise market 

access concerns.
UK independent pig producers have 
warned that planned processor contract 
cuts could leave up to 10,000 pigs per 
week without a market from autumn 
2026. The sudden reductions could force 
some producers to leave the sector, while 
concerns continue over contract security, 
pricing mechanisms and long-term market 
access. The price differential between UK 
and Danish pork has seen a significant 
increase in June, raising the risk of origin 
substitution. Warm weather will increase 
demand for barbecue products - sausages, 
chops and belly strips, increasing the 
demand for pork products. 
Risk considerations: origin substitution, 
supply chain disruption, pricing pressure, 
fraudulent use of pork to absorb excess.
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Chicken & Turkey
  UK poultry production rises.

UK poultry meat production remained 
strong in May, reaching 177,400 tonnes, 
while output during the first five months of 
2026 has exceeded 2025 levels. Heavier 
broilers and increased chick placings 
continue to support production growth, 
with UK poultry meat output reaching a 
record 2 million tonnes in 2025. 
Risk considerations: input cost sensitivity, 
flock replacement rates. 

Egg Layer 
  Rising pullet costs increase pressure 

on UK egg sector.
UK egg producers are facing growing 
pressure from rising pullet prices, 
tightening bird availability and increasing 
production costs. Stronger returns in 
alternative poultry sectors are reducing 
free-range pullet supply, with some 
producers unable to secure birds until 
2027 or 2028. Higher costs for egg 
processors are raising concerns over 
investment, production capacity and long-
term supply resilience. In April, commercial 
layer chick placements fell by 11%.
Risk considerations: future egg supply, 
origin clarity/mislabelling, food safety, 
traceability, pullet shortages.  

Cod & Haddock
  Russian cod sanctions and quota 

changes reshape whitefish markets.
Russian cod prices are expected to 
decline following the EU's proposed ban 
on Russian cod imports, which would 
leave the UK and Russia's domestic 
market as the primary destinations for 
Russian supplies. The sanctions are likely 
to reshape European whitefish sourcing, 
increasing pressure on alternative 
suppliers. The sanctions could increase 
traceability risks across the European 
sector. Meanwhile Canada has announced 
a 55% increase in its cod quota, a value 
questioned by Oceana. Haddock prices 
have continued to weaken during the 
summer period, reflecting softer demand 
and changing market dynamics within the 
whitefish sector.
Risk considerations: origin traceability and 
substitution, price volatility.

Pollock
  Russian pollock prices rise amid 

tightening supply and trade uncertainty.
Russian pollock prices have continued 
to increase as market conditions tighten, 
although industry sources report that 
current price rises are being driven 
primarily by supply and demand factors 
rather than potential EU sanctions. 

Uncertainty surrounding future trade 
restrictions has nevertheless added to 
market volatility, with buyers closely 
monitoring developments that could affect 
whitefish supply chains. Continued price 
increases may place additional pressure 
on processors and seafood buyers reliant 
on pollock as a lower-cost whitefish 
alternative.
Risk considerations: trade uncertainty, 
origin traceability and substitution.

Shrimp
  Shrimp producers face rising cost 

pressures despite price recovery.
Farm-gate shrimp prices in Ecuador have 
shown modest recovery from record lows, 
signalling some improvement in market 
conditions. However, producers in other 
major supplying countries continue to 
face significant challenges. In China, rising 
feed costs and disease-related production 
issues are increasing financial pressure 
on farmers, while in India, producers have 
staged protests over ongoing losses, with 
industry groups warning that some may 
suspend production through a potential 
"crop holiday". Reduced production 
incentives across key shrimp-producing 
regions could affect future output, 
increasing the risk of supply tightening 
and market volatility. 
Risk considerations: feed costs, disease,  
sourcing risk, future supply contraction.

Salmon
  Norwegian salmon prices fall to new 

2026 low amid strong supply growth.
Norwegian salmon spot prices have fallen 
to their lowest level of 2026 as increasing 
harvest volumes continue to outpace 
demand. The decline follows several 
months of expanding harvest volumes, 
with buyers benefiting from improved 
availability after a prolonged period of 
elevated prices. While lower prices may 
support consumption and processing 
demand, the current supply growth is 
increasing margin pressure for producers 
and raising concerns over market balance.
Risk considerations: supply-demand 
imbalance, origin substitution.

Fishmeal and fish oil
  Peru anchovy fishing ban raises global 

fishmeal supply concerns.
Peru has extended the suspension of its 
North-Central anchovy fishing season 
indefinitely, with authorities citing ongoing 
concerns over stock sustainability, warm 
ocean temperatures linked to coastal El 
Niño conditions and high levels of juvenile 
fish. The fishery is a critical source of 
fishmeal and fish oil, accounting for around 

20% of global production, making it a key 
supplier to the aquaculture, livestock and 
pet food sectors. Repeated extensions of 
the ban have increased uncertainty over 
global feed ingredient availability, with 
fishmeal prices already rising in China 
and other key importing markets. Industry 
data indicates global fishmeal production 
was down 21% year-on-year in April, while 
cumulative output remains significantly 
below 2025 levels. Any further delays to 
fishing activity could increase pressure on 
feed costs and supply availability across 
global protein supply chains.
Risk considerations: fishmeal and fish oil 
shortages, aquaculture and livestock feed 
costs, supply chain resilience.

Animal FoodAnimal Food
Pet food RASFF Alerts & Recalls

  Pet food recall highlights nutritional 
quality control risks.
US pet food manufacturer Go Raw has 
expanded an existing recall to include an 
additional freeze-dried chicken product 
after testing indicated potentially low 
levels of thiamine (vitamin B1). Thiamine 
deficiency can lead to serious health 
issues in cats and dogs if affected 
products are consumed over an extended 
period. The expanded recall highlights the 
importance of nutritional quality controls, 
product testing and supplier assurance 
within the pet food supply chain.
Risk considerations: nutritional non-
compliance, regulatory scrutiny.

  Microplastics detected in majority of 
pet food brands tested.
A study by the Universities of Sussex 
and Exeter found microplastics in 84% 
of commercial pet food brands tested. 
Researchers suggest contamination may 
originate from ingredients, processing 
equipment, packaging materials or 
manufacturing environments. While 
the health implications for pets remain 
uncertain, the findings are expected to 
increase scrutiny of packaging materials, 
production processes and environmental 
contamination.
Risk considerations: emerging regulatory 
scrutiny, consumer confidence, testing and 
monitoring requirements.

RASSF Alerts: Revival Animal Health 
recall Canine Milk due to low levels of 
Vitamin D; Salmonella enteritidis detected 
in raw petfood from Czech Republic; 
Enterobacteriaceace in raw pet food from 
Germany; Foreign bodies (plastic) in pet 
food from Netherlands, Germany, France, 
Belgium and Romania.

https://www.foodforensics.co.uk/
mailto:info%40foodforensics.co.uk?subject=Newsletter%20enquiry
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GeneralGeneral
Climate change

  Heat stress and El Niño threaten 
global food supply chains.
New research by the Energy and Climate 
Intelligence Unit (ECIU) has warned that 
rising temperatures and more frequent 
heatwaves are creating increasing risks 
for global food production and UK food 
imports. Countries exposed to severe heat 
stress account for around 13% of UK food 
imports, including key commodities such 
as rice, coffee, cocoa, tea, bananas and 
citrus fruits. 

Risk considerations: food inflation, import 
dependency, supply chain resilience.

El Niño
  El Niño and drought risks raise 

concerns for global crop production.
Dry weather and the emerging threat of a 
potentially severe El Niño are increasing 
concerns over global agricultural 
production, with farmers already reporting 
moisture stress and disrupted planting in 
key growing regions. Hot, dry conditions 
are affecting crops including rice, corn, 
sugarcane and palm oil. Meteorologists 
warn that El Niño conditions could 
strengthen during the second half of 
2026, bringing hotter and drier weather 
across much of Asia while increasing flood 
risks in parts of South America. The event 
is expected to heighten the risk of crop 
losses, reduced yields, disease pressure 
and logistics disruptions. 
Risk considerations: food security, food 
inflation, supply chain volatility.

Anti-deforestation
  UK to introduce anti-deforestation 

rules for key food imports.
The UK Government has announced 
plans to introduce new anti-deforestation 
due diligence rules covering high-risk 
commodities including coffee, cocoa, 
soy, palm oil and rubber. The proposed 
legislation, which is expected to align 
closely with EUDR, will require businesses 
importing these commodities to 
demonstrate that their supply chains are 
not linked to illegal deforestation.
Risk considerations: regulatory 
compliance, supply chain traceability.

Aquaculture labour safety
  Worker fatalities increase scrutiny of 

Chile's salmon sector. 
A further worker fatality at a Chilean 
salmon farm has brought the number of 
aquaculture-related deaths reported in 
the country during 2026 to at least nine. 
The latest incident has renewed concerns 

over worker safety and labour conditions 
within the sector. Scrutiny of health and 
safety practices could increase regulatory 
pressure and reputational risks for 
producers and buyers.
Risk considerations: ESG compliance, 
reputational risk, regulatory scrutiny.

Packaging
  EU packaging rules face 

implementation challenges.
European retailers and wholesalers are 
warning that the upcoming implementation 
of the EU Packaging and Packaging 
Waste Regulation (PPWR) could disrupt 
supply chains unless businesses are 
given additional time to comply. Industry 
groups are calling for a 12-month 
transition period, citing uncertainty over 
testing requirements (particularly PFAS), 
packaging compliance and reuse rules 
ahead of the 12 August 2026 deadline. 
Risk considerations: regulatory 
compliance, packaging supply, 
compliance costs, PFAS restrictions.

Import requirements
  UK may follow EU in restricting 

Brazilian animal product imports.
The UK is expected to align with the 
EU's new antimicrobial regulations, 
potentially restricting imports of Brazilian 
beef, poultry, fish, honey, eggs and other 
animal products from 3 September 
2026. The measures follow the EU's 
decision to remove Brazil from its list 
of approved exporting countries after 
concluding that Brazil had not provided 
sufficient assurances over compliance 
with antimicrobial-use requirements. Brazil 
is seeking to reverse the decision, but 
negotiations have made limited progress. 
If implemented by both the EU and UK, 
the restrictions could disrupt trade flows, 
tighten supplies of affected products 
and increase pressure on exporters to 
strengthen traceability, certification and 
antimicrobial controls.
Risk considerations: regulatory 
compliance, trade restrictions, supply 
disruption, traceability, origin substitution.

Fertiliser
  Global fertiliser markets stabilise but 

supply risks persist.
Global fertiliser markets have begun 
to stabilise following disruption linked 
to Middle East tensions, with nitrogen 
fertiliser prices easing as shipping routes 
recover and exports resume. However, 
phosphate fertilisers remain in tight 
supply due to raw material shortages, 
export restrictions and ongoing logistics 
challenges. While overall availability has 
improved, the market remains vulnerable 

to renewed geopolitical disruption, 
high energy costs and weather-related 
demand linked to the developing El Niño. 
Continued volatility could influence crop 
input costs, planting decisions and global 
agricultural commodity prices.
Risk considerations: fertiliser supply, 
phosphate shortages, impacted yields.

Pesticides
  EU pesticide alerts increase scrutiny of 

Egyptian produce imports.
The EU's RASFF system reported multiple 
detections of banned pesticide residues 
in fruit and vegetable imports from Egypt 
during May. The alerts included oranges, 
lemons, peaches and tomatoes containing 
substances prohibited in EU agriculture, 
including chlorpyrifos, dimethoate, 
imidacloprid, clothianidin and oxamyl. 
Industry groups have called for stricter 
import controls and increased inspections.
Risk considerations: pesticide residues, 
regulatory enforcement, reputational risk. 

Biofuels
  Rising biofuel demand increases 

pressure on global food markets.
Rising oil prices and ongoing disruption 
to global energy markets are increasing 
demand for biofuels, with some forecasts 
suggesting global consumption could 
rise by 70% by 2030 if oil supplies 
remain constrained. Increased use 
of food crops for fuel production is 
expected to place additional pressure on 
agricultural land, fertiliser supplies and 
food commodity markets. Analysts have 
warned that expanding biofuel production 
could contribute to higher food prices, 
particularly for staple crops such as maize 
and soya, while adding further strain to 
already elevated fertiliser costs.
Risk considerations: food inflation, fertiliser 
supply, commodity market volatility.

AI in food fraud
  AI-driven fraud risks emerge as 

challenge for food supply chains.
Concern is growing that AI-generated 
content could be used to facilitate 
sophisticated fraud and supply chain 
deception. Counterfeit documentation, 
manipulated certification records and 
fake digital content may become difficult 
to detect using traditional verification 
processes. The development highlights 
the need for enhanced supplier due 
diligence, authentication systems and risk 
management.
Risk considerations: counterfeit 
documentation, supplier verification, 
cyber-enabled fraud, brand protection, 
supply chain integrity.

https://www.foodforensics.co.uk/
mailto:info%40foodforensics.co.uk?subject=Newsletter%20enquiry
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uks-approach-to-deforestation-regulations/the-uks-approach-to-deforestation-regulations
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2026/1189/oj/eng
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Baby Food
Health authorities in the US are 
investigating a multistate outbreak of 
infant botulism linked to powdered infant 
formula. The manufacturer has issued 
a recall of all Nara Organics Whole Milk 
Organic Infant Formula.

Seafood
Indonesian aquaculture has regained 
access to the EU market after being 
reinstated on the list of approved 
exporting countries. The decision secures 
access for key exports including shrimp, 
milkfish, catfish and tilapia. 

The EU has introduced updated 
certification requirements for US 
mollusc imports. Businesses trading 
affected products may face additional 
documentation requirements, border 
inspections and compliance costs as 
regulatory scrutiny intensifies.

The US has reclassified squid, cuttlefish 
and octopus as shellfish for trade 
purposes. Businesses will need to ensure 
product documentation and labelling 
comply with the revised classification.

Meat
UK food manufacturer Kismet Kebabs 
Ltd has been ordered to pay more 
than £500k following a food fraud 
investigation that uncovered widespread 
meat mislabelling and supply chain 
deception. Products sold as lamb kebabs 
contained little or no lamb, with lower-
value ingredients including other meats, 
fat and skin, and animal by-products 
intended for disposal or pet food. 

Fear Animal Products Ltd has been 
ordered to pay more than £467,000 after 
being convicted of diverting Category 3 
animal by-products into the human food 
chain. The investigation uncovered 1.9 
tonnes of unfit products, including whole 
and cut chickens, beef burgers and 
lamb's testicles, being illegally processed 
for human consumption after being 
designated for pet food or disposal.  

Tea 
Authorities in Mumbai have seized 
approximately 900kg of adulterated 
tea powder following a FDA raid on 
an unlicensed processing operation. 
Investigators found tea powder being 
mixed with water and unauthorised 
colouring agents to enhance its 
appearance, while a further 17kg of 
suspected artificial colourants was 
confiscated.

Alcoholic beverages
Police in Anambra State, Nigeria, have 
arrested two suspects allegedly linked 
to a counterfeit alcohol syndicate 
following the discovery of a mini-
factory producing adulterated alcoholic 
beverages. Investigators recovered 
suspected fake versions of several 
branded products, including Seaman’s 
Schnapps, McDowell’s, Eagle Schnapps, 
Elliot Hot Drinks, and Baileys Fresh 
Cream, alongside chemicals, empty 
bottles and packaging materials used in 
the manufacturing process. Authorities 
believe the operation formed part of a 
wider counterfeiting network. 

PFAS in foods
A University of Birmingham study, 
commissioned by environmental group 
Foodrise, detected PFAS in every Tesco 
food product tested, including fish, meat, 
dairy and processed foods. Although 
all products complied with current UK 
and EU legal limits, campaigners argue 
the findings highlight the widespread 
presence of PFAS within food supply 
chains and increase pressure for stricter 
controls on food packaging, agricultural 
inputs and environmental contamination. 
The study's most significant finding was 
the consistent detection of PFAS across 
all samples rather than the concentration 
found in any individual product. The 
findings come amid growing regulatory 
scrutiny of PFAS in the UK and Europe, 
with increasing calls for enhanced 
monitoring and tighter restrictions.

Dairy
Authorities in Rajasthan, India, have 
seized approximately 18,000 litres 
of suspected adulterated ghee and 
more than 42,000kg of dairy products, 
including butter and ghee, during raids on 
multiple facilities in Udaipur. Investigators 
found products marketed under several 
brands, including Udaipur Fresh Desi 
Ghee, Udaipur Fresh Cow Ghee, Madhya 
Desi Ghee and Jayant Cow Ghee. 
Officials also recovered yellow colouring 
suspected of being used to imitate 
higher-value cow ghee. 

Nutritional supplements
French authorities have reported a 
significant increase in adulterated 
cannabis products, including instances 
where products marketed as CBD were 
found to contain unexpected levels of 
THC. The findings have raised concerns 
over product authenticity, consumer 
safety and labelling compliance, 
prompting France to ban edible CBD 
products. Industry groups have criticised 
the move, warning of disruption to a 
sector that relies heavily on CBD-infused 
food and supplement products, while 
regulators argue stronger controls 
are needed to address growing risks 
associated with mislabelled products.

Aquaculture safety
A new study has identified a possible 
association between covert mortality 
nodavirus (CMNV), a virus widely found 
in aquaculture species, and a rare human 
eye condition that can lead to elevated 
eye pressure, inflammation and potential 
vision loss. CMNV has previously been 
detected in more than 49 aquatic species, 
including farmed shrimp and Antarctic 
krill used in aquaculture feed, but had not 
previously been linked to human disease. 
Researchers found evidence of CMNV 
exposure in patients diagnosed with 
ocular hypertension viral anterior uveitis, 
with many reporting frequent handling 
of raw seafood or contact with aquatic 
animals.

IN THE NEWS: JuneIN THE NEWS: June

Knowledge Base Analytics —a powerful new tool designed to transform the way you analyse risk and performance data
•	 Analyse, compare and trend data for deeper insights.
•	 Interrogate risk factors with ease.
•	 Generate reports in seconds using the built-in reporting function.
•	 Visualise trends with dynamic graphs and charts.
•	 Access key risk indices such as the Modern Slavery Index, Corruption Index and Environmental Performance Index. 

 
Whether you need risk reports by category, country, product or specific threats, Knowledge Base Analytics makes data work 
for you—unlocking valuable insights at your fingertips. Making Data Add Value. 
 
Stay ahead of risks—start leveraging Knowledge Base Analytics this month!. Contact us to arrange a demonstration.

https://www.foodforensics.co.uk/
mailto:info%40foodforensics.co.uk?subject=Newsletter%20enquiry
mailto:info%40foodforensics.co.uk?subject=Demonstration%20of%20Knowledge%20Base%20Analytics
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Pesticides

Country No of Alerts
France
United States
Germany
Poland
Belgium
China
Canada
Turkey
Netherlands
Czechia
India
United Kingdom
Spain
Egypt
Italy
Ireland
Hungary
Luxembourg
Romania
Norway
Peru
Ecuador
Pakistan
Greece
New Zealand
Ukraine
Finland
Brazil
Croatia
Austria
Hong Kong
Denmark
Switzerland
Bulgaria
Argentina
Thailand
Nigeria
Vietnam
Lithuania
Slovenia
South Korea
Australia
Bangladesh
Syria
Colombia
Sri Lanka
Bolivia
Slovakia
Lebanon
Iran
Iceland
Uganda
Kenya
Seychelles
Sweden
Estonia
Serbia
Indonesia
Albania
Ethiopia
Paraguay
Japan
Ghana
Malaysia
Taiwan
Portugal
Panama
Latvia
Chile
Cameroon
Israel
Bosnia and Herzegovina
South Africa
Honduras
Georgia
Singapore
Uzbekistan
Côte d'Ivoire
Madagascar
Costa Rica
Mauritania
Russia
Afghanistan
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32
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Total 699
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SUMMARY

There were 663 Red, 34 Amber and 2 Green totalling 699 safety alerts and product recalls* in June. 

The majority of alerts were for bacterial pathogens and pesticides (28.2% and 15.3% respectively). 
Added contaminants were third with 10.4%.

197 Bacterial pathogen alerts (52% Salmonella, 36% Listeria): E.coli related posts at 7% of which 84% 
were STEC.  

107 Pesticide alerts (6% Propiconazole, 5% ETO). 

  

Top 3 alerts by commodity

1. Ingredients: Nuts & seeds; Herbs 
& spices; Rice, pasta & noodles.                                                                                                    
2. Protein: Chicken; Sausage; Pork. 
3. Produce: Fruit; Vegetables; Dried fruit.

Top 3 number of alerts by county of origin

1. France: Cheese; Fish; Pork. 
2. USA: Supplements; Cheese; Nuts & seeds. 
3. Germany: Supplements; Feed ingredients.

*Safety alerts & product recalls compiled from RASFF, FDA, AFSCA,CFIA, Rappel Consommateur, potraviny na              

pranyr, SFA, CFS, MPI, FSAI & Food Standards AU

Food Safety JuneFood Safety June

https://www.foodforensics.co.uk/
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Knowledge Base TrendsKnowledge Base Trends

June 2026 has resulted in a similar product category profile to June 2025 with an increase in the proportion of issues reported in 
protein, seafood, baby food and dietetic foods. 
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Authenticity Issues June 2026

The distribution of authenticity issues shows considerable differences between June 2025 and June 2026. Reports of involving   
unapproved product decreased from 48% in June 2025 to 20% in June 2026, but counterfeiting has increased from 9% in June 
2025 to 35% in June 2026 - cases included counterfeit honey (Turkey) and dairy products (India).
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Category Reported Issues June 2026

June 2026 has seen an increase in issues related to microbiology and a reduction in reported labelling and authenticity issues.

This information comes from the on-line Food Forensics Knowledge Base platform. If you are interested in access to Knowledge Base 
and would like a (no pressure) 15 min demo please contact barry.hilton@foodforensics.co.uk or info@foodforensics.co.uk
While Food Forensics seeks to ensure the information provided is accurate at the time of printing, no warranty is given in that respect. Food Forensics accepts no liability for loss, damage however so caused directly or 
indirectly in relation to information contained or omitted from this document. Food Forensics is an ISO 17025 UKAS accredited laboratory but production of the newsletter is outside the scope of the accreditation schedule. 
Name & Registered Office: Food Forensics Limited, 5 Frensham Road, Sweet Briar Industrial Estate, Norwich, NR3 2BT, UK. Company No. 07647866. © Food Forensics 2026
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